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— H 0 1 ſeldom RT thoſe 

chat are engaged in great 
Aſſemblies, as knowing it 
generally to be but loſt 
Labour; yet ſo much have. 

I obſerved of your 8 | 

Lions towards M e, from the Uneaſineſs I 


The Few, to whom I appeared, 
me to others in ſuch an enchanting Mau- 


161 : 


ſee you always lie under while you are 
acting contrary to my Intereſt ; and am fo 
| perſuaded, That, if you are not at all 
— Times equal in your Attachment to me, 


it is more from the Infection of thoſe you 


are engaged with in the Publick Scene of 


Action, than from any Perverſeneſs or Pra- 


vity in your own Temper; that I will for 
once tranſgreſs my Rule of never finding 
| thoſe that do not ſeek for me, and expoſe 
my ſelf to the Danger, of a Repulſe, which 
if Jam to meet with from you, I ſhall 
never make the like Attempt again. To 
you then, Sir, I will venture to unboſom 
my felf, and open to you all my Griefs; 


and if you ſhall have ever heard of any 


one, that has made more generous Attempts 


for the Good of Mankind, and has been 


more ungratefully requited than Me, I give 
Fou leave to negle& and deſpiſe me. 
Io begin my Hiſtory then: When firſt | 
J left my quiet and peaceful Habitations to 


take upon me the Care of Men, I was 
courted and fought after by ovary dy. 
deſcribed 


ner, that every one, that heard of me, was 


enamoured with my Character, and was 
paſſionately deſirous to ſee me. But it was 
to a Few only, that I dared to venture to 


92 


_ ſhow 
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„ haſty Diſcovery. And accordin 


177 


ſhow my 
there was in the Taſtes of Men: I knew, 
That che Plainneſs and Simplieity of m 
Dreſs, which took ſo much with: the Wiki 


elk. I knew what differenee 


and Intelligent, would be lighted and de- 


ſpiſed as Nakedneſs and Poverty, by the 
greateſt, Part. And therefore, when my 
| Friends uſed to preſs me in the moſt urgent 
manner to make my Publick Entry into 
the World, and were ſure, that if I 

would but "once ſhow- My ſelf, all Men 
would immediately come 4 i. 
nion, for a long, Time I withſtood: their 
Intreaties, and afſured them, that both they 
and I ſhould loſe our Credit by ſuch à 


= 4t-pro- 


| vcd; for when at length I conſented; and © 


1 appeared, With what Surprize was Lreceived, 


not of Admiration and Eſteem, but of 


Diſappointment and Contempt? The 
| Crowds wodld not believe that it was | 


my ſelf, and could diſcover nothing that 


- anſwered the Glotious Deſcriptions they 
had heard: The Politicians knew me; but 
Were frightened at the Sight, and encou- 


+ raged the Crowds in their Disbelief, xeckon- 


| ing all chat Power and Government r. 


lot, if Iſhouldigtig-any Credit with them: 
The Manage Sy Try Lake 
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Preſaged 
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preſaged Ruin to all that they had for 
many Ages been building up, treated me 
zs an Impoſtor. The Profeſſors of Arts and 
Sciences perceiving they had been all their 
Lives contradicting me, were very appre- 
benſive of my having any Influence over 
Men. My Friends hung down their 
Heads, and were aſhamed of having expoſed 
me to ſuch open Diſgrace; till I encouraged 
them, and told them, not to fancy, That 
my Party among Men would be at all leſ- 
© ſened by the ſeeming Deſertion of Theſe; 
for that none of Theſe had ever eſteemed, 
or even known me, or underſtood their 
 < Deſcriptions of me; but had only been 
 - enamoured with a Phantom of their own 
4 making, which they had miſtaken for 
eme; otherwiſe they would never have 
e expected to have ſeen me any Thing 
different from what I appeared, nor 
b been ſhocked at the Plainneſs of my Fi- 
„ gure. However, thus was I left by 
all the World: The Crowds diſperſed at 
f̃rſt fight of Me, without farther Enqui- 
ry: The Politicians indeed, when they 
had ſcattered the Crowds, and recovering 
From their firſt Fright, had obſerved me a 
ülttle, for a while fancied I might be of 


ſome Service to them, could they entirely 
keep me to themſelves; till finding me to 
VVV 


— 


c 


i Cn 


: thwart all their Ambitious and Selfiſh 
Views, and obſtinate and inflexible in my 
Maxims, they at length reſolved to baniſh 
me entirely out of the World. They 
| were joined by the Artiſts and Maſters of 
S Sciences, who could not bear the Thoughts 

of having loſt all their Time in fruitleſs 
Studies; and fo, tho' they could not but 


confeſs my Beauty, yet not willing to 


Give up their Errors, they thought, that 
hiding me from the Eyes of Men, was 


the ſureſt way to perpetuate their own 


Eſteem. But the Managers of Religion 


were my warmeſt Enemies ; they even 


turned Pale at the fight of me, as I 
wept to ſee how barbarouſly they uſed 
Religion, whom they had made their Slave; 
They would liſten to no Accommodation, 
but were for deſtroying me immediately, 
or at leaſt, for chaining me up in ſuch a 


manner, that I ſhould never be able to 
ſtir abroad, but with their Permiſſion, 


and within the Limits they ſhou}d ſet me, 
_ which to my Free Nature would be worſe 
than Death it ſelf, I ſaw nothing was to 
be done with any of them; fo I took my 


Flight, and left them conſulting againſt . 
me: And ever ſince have I been a Va- 


= gabond on the Earth, and, like my Great 
Patron of old, not been able to find a Hole 


B where 


— 
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where to lay my Head. I have tried 


every Avenue to the Heart of Man, but 
found them all ſtrictly guarded againſt me, 


as if I were the Enemy moſt to be fear d. 


And yet to my Surprize, I found thoſe who 


ſhunned me moſt, continually mentioning 


me in their Diſcourſe, and enlarging the 
Hoſt in my Commendation. But on Ex- 
amining, 1 perceived it was not Me they 


extolled, but a Creature of their own form- 


ing, that they paſſed upon the World for 
Me. For having found me of ſuch an in- 


tractable Nature, and yet knowing the In- 


fluence that my Name has, even upon thoſe 
that are not at all acquainted with me, 
they were reſolved to make uſe of it for 
their own Purpoſes; and accordingly they 


dreſſed up a Pageant, which they pro- 


claimed for me; and eaſily got all the World 


to ſubmit to it. Had you ſeen that Crea- 


ture and Me together, what a Difference 
might you have diſcerned between us? 
Me you would have ſeen all Simplicity 
and Nature : Her all Artifice and.Falſe Or- 
nament, covered with a Tinſel, that only 
_ dazzled the Eyes of the Beholders, and 
| Concealed from them the real Meaneſs of 
her Figure. Vet ſhe was receiv'd with 
Applauſe, while I was ſcouted and hiſſed 
off the Stage. She got Power and Laws 


to 


(1 


to her ſide, and abounded in Honours 

and Riches; while I was for many Ages 
; wandring about Naked and Poor, and neg- 
lected; ſeeking out in vain for F riends, but 


never finding any : Till at length, when 


Fanz reviv d a little, ſome few began 


to own but with ſuch Fear and 


Trenbling, Nat I made very ſmall Ad- 
vances by their Patronage. In ſome Coun- 
tries Mere I was beginning to gain Ground, 


I was quickly exterminated again by the 


Managers of Religion, who had entirely 
enter d into the Intereſt of my Antago- 
niſt. Judicatories, which they called In- 


| quiſitions, with their Racks and Tortures, 


diſpatch'd the ſtouteſt of my Friends, and 
ſo frightned the reſt, that in a ſhort Space 7 
of Time 1 was left without a Soul to 


ſtand by me. When ] forſook thoſe ſcorch- - 


ing Climates, in hopes of breathing a ſofter 
Air, among thoſe who went by the Name 


of Arn n.. met with yet greater Diſap- 


pointment from the Injuries of theſe, pre- 


tended Friends, than ever I had done from 


the open Oppoſition of my avowed Ene- 
mies. They had acquired, I found, the 


Name of Proteſtants, from their having 


proteſted againſt the Spiritual Tyranny _ 

of their former Rulers. But I ſoon per- 

ceived, that, tho my Name was frequent. 
e _ 
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Diſpute was very little concerned about 


me, and was really no other, than who 
ſhould get that Temporal Dominion in 


Spirituals; which whoever obtained, there 


was quickly an End on their fide of all 
Allarms and Exclamations againſt Ty- 
ranny For it appeared, that it was only 
Tyranny , when it was exerciſed, over 
them, and not at all ſo when exerciſed 
by. them over others, I travers'd every 
Country and Town I could hear of, where 
there were any of that Profeſſion, but in 
every one of them was met by Tyranny 
and Nonſenſe, my old Antagoniſts, who, 
I found, ſtill kept Poſſeſſion, and had only 
changed their Maſters and their Name: 
For Hranny had concealed its ſelf under 
the ſpecious Appearance of Peace and Or- 
der in the Church; and Nonſenſe had 
taken tlie ſolemn Shape of Articles of 
Doctrine, and Confeſſions of Faith. And 
by this dark and concealed Method, they 
enabled thoſe, who in return nouriſhed 
them, and made them thrive, to govern 
Mankind in a more eaſy and leſs invidious 
Manner, tho? not a jot leſs abſolute, than 
what they had been governed in before. 
For tho* they would not, or dared not, 
ZW. ͤ ( 
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aſſume ſo much to themſelves, as to com- 


mand others, yet they might direct and 
adviſe with an Authority not to be reſiſt. 


ed, ſince they a+ promiſed, and pro- 


feſſed to direct and adviſe right; which 


anſwered all Ends of Tyranny as much as 
the other. And tho' they did not pretend 
to ſilence Men's private Judgments, - yet 


they might point out to them which Way 


K 


oy were to uſe them, and with a Judici- 


ouſneſs not to be conteſted, mark out ber 
fore them the Boundaries of Truth and 
Falſhood, Right and Wrong, as they judged 
fit, fince they had ſpent all their Lives in 
ſtudying ſuch Matters, and muſt be allowed 
to have more Skill in them than the Vulgar 
could poſſibly attain to; which was ſufficient 


for every Purpoſe or Increaſe of Nonſenſe. 
Theſe two Enemies of mine quickly made 


every Place too hot for me: They brand. 


ed me with a Thouſand odious Names; in 


ſome Places I was Hereſy, in others Schiſin; 
ſometimes I was an Enemy to the State, 

and always to the Church; the very Boys 
of the Street were ready to ſtone me as 1 


paſſed along; in many Places I was threat- 
ned in the Old Way, with Fire and Fag- 


i got, in others again only with Whips and 
Dungeons; but no where was I ſuffered to 
have any Reſt, or to make any Stay: Thoſe 


that 


4 J. 1 


that knew me, darꝰd not own my Ac uain- 


tance, for fear of being Partners o - 
III. Fortune. Quite caſt down with thel. 
Diſcouragements, and ſeeing no Proſpect of 
Hope, I was reſolving to leave Mankind to 
8 and to repair to my old peace- 
ful Habitations; when I heard of a Fortu- 
nate Iſland, that I was told, wanted my 
Aſſiſtance, and would joyfully receive me; 
where if I could once fix my Throne, I 


ſhould ſoon extend my Conqueſts to the 


Ends of the Earth. I reſolved to make this 
my laſt Attempt upon Mankind, and if 
this failed of Succeſs, I determined to have 

never any thing more to do with them. So 

_ thither without delay I took my Flight. 

and arrived there at a Time when it; had. 
juſt undergope a Great Revolution of Go- 

vernment, in which had been made the 


moſt glorious Defence of Liberty that ever 


Was, 1 found the People in the beſt Diſpo- 
ſition imaginable ; And if a right Advantage 


had been taken of the then preſent Situation 
of Affairs, you would not now have heard 


of me from a dark Hole in Darbyſbire, but 


you would have ſeen me Triumphin ng and 
Flouriſhing in every Part of your Ifland, 


It was Fear and Folly, covered under the 


Name of Caution, that ſpoil'd all then; apd 
if you don't take care, will ſpoil. every 


Thing * When firlt 1 appeared among 


them 


them, every one preſſed who ſhould be 
forwardeſt to embrace me ; they were for 
Extirpating immediately Tyranny and Non- 
- ſenſe, whom they now looked upon not as 
my Enemies only, but their own ; and 
who had left behind them ſuch ſenſible 
Marks of their Adminiſtration, . that they 
were not then at all diſpoſed to venture up- 
on them again. They loaded me with Ca- 
reſſes and Promiſes : And nothing would 
ſerve them but immediately Erecting my 
Ĩ brone, ſetting me up to Govern, and De- 
; moliſhing every Thing that oppoſed me. 
But before I would meddle In their Affairs, 
I demanded of them as a previous Step, if 
; they intended to obey me, to remove all 
| Penal Laws that had ever been made un- 
der pretence of clearing Men's Under- 
: ſtandings, but really to darken and con- 
found them. I told them, that Liberty 
« was as neceſſary to Me as Food was to 
Men; that I could never poſſibly thrive 
_ © without it; and that every Force upon 
Men, tho' it were to acknowledge Me 
25 = ſelf, was a Wound to my very Vi- 
* tals. I preſſed into every Club and Al- 
« ſembly to ring this in all their Ears; 
that it was in vain to proffer me Power 
* '2ny other Way; and that, if they did 
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% not take this Method, I ſhould quickly 
leave them to the Dominion of their old 
© Maſters again. The Univerſities were 
the only Places that I left unattempted, 


my Intereſt and theirs being ſo incompati- 


ble, that I knew we never could be Friends: 
For as I endeavour always to ſpeak Plainly 

and Honeſtly to the Minds of Men; as 1 
_ uſe no Diſguiſe nor Artifice, but come di- 


realy to the Matter in Queſtion ; ſo on 


the contrary, all their Skill and Dexterity, 
which they were once ſo famous for PU & 
ing (tho', God knows, there is very little 
even of that learn'd amongſt them now ;) 
J fay, all the Skill and Dexterity they 


pretend to, conſiſts in knowing how to evade 
and eſcape me ; or if they rarely happen, 


in the Variety of Wrangling, to fall on 
Purſuit of Me, to do it with ſo many 
Windings and Turnings, and to Figure out 


ſuch Labyrinths, that the By-Standers ſhall. 


never be able to gueſs what they would be 


at, nor they themſelves perhaps know where 
they are, and certainly thoſe that are to 
follow them ſhall have very good Luck, if 
they don't always loſe their Way. There- 
fore I thought it in vain to court Thoſe, 


Whoſe whole Gain lay in puzzling and per- 


# 


plexing me; and when 1 knew how little 


they eſteemed me, to deſire them on my Ac- 
oy TON Ry rs Lune 


71 
count to put an End to all their Diſputes» 
to throw up their Syllogiſms and Diſtin- 
+ Rions, their Predicaments and Predicables, 
and the reſt of their Antick Artillery, by 
Which they had fo long made ſuch Noile, 
and gained ſuch Credit with the Ignorant 
World. But as I did not loſe my Time 


in courting them, ſo neither have they loſt 


+ theirs in oppoſing Me; but, knowing how _ 
much their Reputation depended on Igno- 
rance, they have left no Stone in the 
* Iſland unturned againſt Me, and in De- 


: fence of that; they have not ceaſed ever 


ſince with unwearied Diligence to repre- 
ſent Me in each Corner of the Iſle, as an 
Enemy both to Religion and Government, 

and to clamour it to every body they met, 


that if I were thus licenſed to ſtroll about, 
and let Idle Fellows pretend to a Right to 
; converſe with Me, and be directed by 


Me, there would be ſoon an End of all 

VUniformity, both in Profeſſion and Worſhip, 
which is all they mean by Religion; and 
olf all Obediente to Government, which 
with them ſtands only for Slaviſh Submiſ- 


Z fion to ſuch Governors as they themſelves 


, think fit to approve of. (For, with them, 
if Men don't appear to have any Syſtem 
about Religion different from theirs, it is all 


2 Matter, whether they have any, or 


none; and, if Men will not Rebel againſt 
8 . 
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their Governors, till they give the Watch 


Word, it is all the Obedience they inſiſt up- 


on.) Theſe Nurſeries of Falſe Learning 


were the SanRuaries of Tyranny and Non- 


from every other Part of the Iſland; and 


that if ſome things, that ou know, had 
not intervened, they had ſurely by this 


Time gained a full Reſtoration, together 
with their delightful Maſter. But to re- | 
turn to my Hiſtory : Tho' I did not | 

think it worth my while to make any 

Eſſay on them, yet there was another Body 


of Men, who profeſſing themſelves Teachers 


of Truth, I thought my ſelf obliged not 
to negle&t them; but J found them ſo in- 
fected with the Poiſon of thoſe Seminaries, +. 
where they had all been bred, that I found * 
very little Hopes of doing any Good by 
their Means, Nay, I could not fo much 
as get Admiſſion into their Aſſemblies; for | 
when once I ventured to ſtep into One of 
them, and, pleaſed with the ſight of lo 
many awful and important Aſpects, did not 
doubt of a kind Reception, I was imme- 
_ diately met by a ſtrange Creature with a 
Wand in his Hand, who told me, that, 
not being a Member of that Venerable So- 


Is 
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ſenſe, when they were forced to retire 
from thence they have been ever ſince 
making numberleſs Sallies to recover their 
loſt Authority; and with that Succeſs, 
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ciety,. | 


| e 
ciety, I could not according to the ſtand- 
ing Orders of their Houſe be permitted to 
ſtay there. I turned my ſelf next to a 
much greater Aſſembly, who had not al- 
together ſo much Terror in their Faces, 


and ſeemed much more inclinable to receive 


me: But even there I obſerved a Univerſal 
Start at my firſt Appearance. However, 
they allowed me to ſpeak, and heard me 
patiently : But, when I had done, ſome of 
the Graver Sort ſtood up and told me, 
“ That, tho' what I propoſed in Favour of 
“Liberty was Juſt and True, yet the 
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© make it Safe for them to follow my Di- 
| © reQions; but they would go as far as 
A they dared at ſuch a Critical JunQure *, 
| And accordingly a kind of Toleration was 

granted to ſume few trifling Differences in 
Opinion; and Men were allowed in ſome 
very inconſiderable Matters to chuſe for 
themſelves, without the Argument of a 
Jayl or Fine to encounter with. But 
when ! farther inſiſted on a Real and Uni- 

verlal Liberty, as that without which 1 
could be of no Service to them, I was ſtill 
put off with this Excuſe, that I muſt have 
a little Patience, for that it was not yet 
Time. And Patience I had for above 
Twenty Years, without ever feeling the 
leaſt Effe& of it, or ever ſeeing the Time 


come, when it was Time. At laſt, indced, 
ö | C2  .  -anoher 
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* Times were not yet ſettled enough to 


11 
another Time I ſaw come, when even that 
Glimpſe of Toleration, which I had ob- 


tained before, was taken away again, and 


Perſecution fairly reſtored ; only with this 


Difference, that the Puniſhment, which 
before had been Jayls and Fines, was 
turned into, I think, the heavier one, of 


an Excluſion from ſerving the Publick, or 


receiving Benefits from it. Then I loſt all 


Patience indeed, and retired to this Dark | 


Pit in Darbyſhire, where now I am, and 


reſolve to remain, till J fee all thoſe In- 


human Laws repealed, and Liberty brought 
back in Triumph. Long ago would I have 
forſaken your Iſlandꝶ had it not been for 


One or Two brave Spirits in your Capi- 
tal, who give me ſome Hopes of ſeeing 
better Days; who were never afraid of 
owning Me, whatever Diſgrace or Neglect 
I underwent, br whatever Ill Uſage They 


themſelves met with on my Account; and 
who, God be thanked, now have Weight 


and Authority enough to do me ſome Ser- 
vice, I expected, indeed, when I heard of 
a Happy Change lately among you, with 


the Lamentations of my Enemies upon it, 


L expected, I fay, that Liberty was ſoon to 
have had a real and laſting Eſtabliſhment ; 
And I ventured out of my Pit, to ſee what 
Progreſs was making towards it. But to my 
_ Grief 1 found nothing of that ſort was like 

nn ON ATW © Tp.ky” * We 


E 
do be done; but that my Friends themſelves 
were the chief Obſtacles of it: And I re- 
turned hither again in deep Melancholy, 
| as ſoon as I perceived the Diſpoſition you 
were in. I thought, if ſo many of my 
profeſſed Friends, as you were, had not 
the Courage to ſtand by me, even when 
you had all Power on your fide, when 
| you had a PRINCE, who has ever 


own a Paſſion for my Intereſts, as I have 


always ſupported his; who bears my very 
Image in the Features of his Face; who 
was ready to do any thing you would per- 

mit him for ſtrengthning my Cauſe ; with 

a2 Son who gave you ſuch Hopes, that he 

' would follow the ſame Maxims with his 

Father; and a Princeſs to animate you, 


' that had already rejected a Crown for me, 


and by her Diligence in the Education of 
her Children, was taking Care that I ſhould 
not want even the remoteſt Security; I 
fay, if with all this Support, you had not 
Courage to ſtand by me, I thought I could 
have nothing more to hope for from you. 
I can aſſure you, the Injury you then did 
me, touched me more ſenſibly, than all 
that my Enemies had ever done. They 
could never have hurt me, but by your 


Aſſiſtance. They only forced me to retire 

a little, but your Fear makes their Victory 
now compleat. They only blocked me up 
for a while, but your Deſertion was betray- 
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ing me, and delivering me up into their 
Hands. And therefore, you may depend 
upon it, I ſhall never truſt my ſelf among 
you, till ybu reſtore Liberty, and Tolera- 

tion, which is the firſt Step to it. Eſta- 
bliſh Toleration again, and you ſhall fee me 


appear ; and then Eſtabliſh Liberty in all 
its Extent, and you fhall ſee me Flouriſh, 


and make you Flouriſh with me. For, think 
| what you pleaſe, how little ſoever you 
may value me, our Fortunes are more 


cloſely united, than perhaps you imagine; 


and our Enemies are always the fame, 
Thoſe that hate you, I don't know by what 


Chance, hate Me too. Thoſe that would 


deſtroy me, would likewiſe enſlave you. 

And therefore you need not be afraid of in- 
creaſing my Party too much; for you only 
augment your own ; nor can 
ſecure your ſelves, till you exalt me. That 
Spirit of Popery and Tyranny which you 


ou ever be. 


hate ſo much, and yet Support, has as Evil 


an Eye on your Happineſs, as it has on my 
Power. It knows, that it can never ſubdue 
your Underſtandings, where all my Domi- 
nion lies, without being firſt Maſter of 
your Bodies; nor bring you under Slavery 
one way, while it leaves you Free another. 


If therefore you have any Regard to your 


own Liberty and Happineſs, take my Ad- 
vice, and ſuffer me to give you ſome Di- 
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rections how to behave your ſelf at preſent. 


If You reje& my Offer, I ſhall attempt no 
one elſe, (for I know none of Your ſort, 
that I am like to have more Influence upon 


than You ;) but I ſhall quickly leave your 


__ Vland, and, [ dare fay, ſhall ſoon be fol- 
lowed. by Liberty and Happineſs, and 


every Thing elſe that you would deſire to 


| Keep. But] will not deſpair, till you force me 

do it; and if You will attend to me a little, 
3 will inſtruct You with ſuch Rules as ſhall NY 

never more leave you in Danger of 1 


Me, or being led away from Me. Fir 


then, Fix this with Your Self as a conſtant 


and unmoveable Maxim, That Liberty muſt 


always have its full Extent, and muſt lye 
under no Reſtraints, nor can ever poſſibly 
be maintained in Part. Act ſteadily upon 
' this Principle, and You will ſoon ſee Me 
/ reſtored to the World; or at leaſt You 
Pour ſelf will poſſeſs Me with all the Plea- 

/ ture and Happineſs that accompanies Me. 
And be not frightned from this by any ſo- 
lemn Face, that may ſtudy to create in You 
2 Gloom of Veneration for ſomething, you 

; A8 t know what; but turn away and bo 


the Infection, till You feel Your Self ſu 


[- 2 ciently guarded by my Influence to with- 
ſtand it. Ghaſtly Looks, and Horrid Ap- 


pPearances are ever the Fore-runners of Ty- 


ranny and Nonſenſe 5 and, tho they al- 


ways 
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ways proclaim My Name before them, it is 
only to impoſe upon Mankind, who the more 
_ readily ſubmit to them, while they are made 
to believe, that it is I, by whom they are 
to be governed. But when You come once to 
be thoroughly acquainted with Me, thoſe 
Spectres immediately loſe their Terror; the 
Charm diſſolves, and they turn the Subject 
of your Ridicule and Laughter : For, tho“ 
real Gravity, and ſerious Enquiry, are my | 
very good Friends, yet They are Such as 
carry a Human Countenance along with | 
them, can bear with Mirth, and are often 
Teen to laugh Themſelves at ſuch Mimical 
Figures as Thoſe. Never therefore be afraid 
of Enquiring or Examining into any Thing 
that pretends to come from Me, how ve- 
nerable ſoever an Aſpe& it may bear; for 
if it had its Original really from me, it will 
be able to ſtand all ſuch Teſts; and if it 
cannot, That is a certain Mark that it had 
Never any thing to do with me : Nay, 
there is no other way of being ſure that 
any Thing does proceed from Me, but by 
To trying it. If again, another ſort of Peo- 
hat pretend to. be my greateſt Friends 


and Supporters, endeavour to ſeduce you, 
by profeſſing an unmeaſured Zeal for Me, 
and proteſting, that they mean nothing but 
my Intereſts, and would only force Men to 
ſubmit to my Power; remember, I tell you, 


they 
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they are My moſt dangerous Enemies. For, 


whether they be ſincere, or not, it is the 


ſame to me; They equally obſtruct my Ser- 
vice. I can ſtand upon no ſuch Baſis, as 


They would erect for me. I vaniſh at the 
ſight of Violence, and Darkneſs and Paſ- 


ſion take my Place. If I bear any Rule, 
it muſt be in the Breaſt of every Man; and, 
as I can never take Satisfaction in the mere 
ſhow of Dominion, ſo it is not enough for 
me, that none dare openly contradi& or o- 
poſe Me. On the contrary, I eſteem that 
| Enmity the moſt Dangerous, t 
do be kept Secret and Cloſe, and, in the Na» 
ture of an Ambuſcade, lets me not know 


at is forced 


where to meet my Enemy, and yet leaves 
me conſtantly in Danger of being oppreſs'd_ 


by him. Or, ſuppoſe theſe Friends of 
mine ſhould be able to deſtroy all Oppo- 
/ ſition againſt themſelves, what am I to gain 
by their Victory? All that they do, when 
they have conquered, is at beſt to ſet up the 
Dominion of Something, that they re 
tanke for Me and, (in that they are as liab 

as others to Blunders and Miſtakes;) or, if 


F 


they ſhould happen to light upon Me, to 


, make Men obey Me as far as they think I 
deſire to preſcribe ; and my Power muſt be 
Juſt fof the ſame Extent with their Under- 


ſtandings. And do you imagine I can ber 
to be confined within _ narrow Bounds, 
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or will ever truſt my Authority with 
Others on ſuch doubtful Terms 2 If at any 
time Theſe fort of People diſturb you with 
their Cruel Zeal for Me, anſwer Them, that 
Truth Her Self has told you, She would not 


be fo defended. Tell them, that I eſteem 


Thoſe who ſet up to govern Others, under 
pretence of being always governed by Me, 
no leſs my Enemies, than Thoſe, who pre- 
tend Themſelves to govern Me. All the 
Difference is; the One fairly dethrone Me; 
the Others preſerve Me on my Throne, but 
take all Power from Me to Themſelves, and 
only carry on thePageantry of my Soveraign- 
ty, to ſatisfy their own Exorbitant Ambition, 
and Love of Dominion. Suffer not your 
ſelf to be led away by ſuch Pretences ; but 


ſtand firm far Liberty, as the only true 


Means of gaining me Intereſt and Autho- 
rity with Men: And never fancy it poſ- 
{ible to beat me down with one Hand, and 
keep me up with the other; as they do, 
who pretend to ſupport Me, at the ſame 
Time that they ſubvert Liberty. You have 
another fort of People among you, that 
You muſt be no leſs. aware of, who, tho? 
they are not my real Enemies, as the others 
I have mentioned, yet are of equal. Preju- 
dice to my Cauſe, by their Fear and pre- 
tended Caution. They are for doing the 
Thing, for ſetting me up on the right bot-. 
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tom of Univerſal Liberty; but they always 
ſee a Thouſand Dangers in the Attempt, 


Their Eyes are open to every Poſhble I] 


Event that may happen, if they ſhould go 
about it; but at the ſame Time blind to the 
Neceſſary and Fatal Conſequences 'of not 
doing it, and leaving Me to be trampled 


upon by my Enemies, and Theirs. They 
cannot ſee, that every Wound they ſuffer 
to be given Me, or to remain unhealed in 
Me, is a Stab in their own Breaſt ; that 


have been their only and their conſtant 


Support, and therefore deſerting Me, 


forſaking themſelves; that Thoſe, whom fy i 
add Strength to, by ſuch Timidity, are E- 

nemies to their Liberty, as well as to mine; 
and Thoſe, whom they weaken, are their” | 


| Friends, perhaps more than mine; that, in 
| ſhort, if they do not quickly retrieve Mat- 
ters, both I — They ſhall ſink together 
| and loſing Time at Proſ=vt. will certainly 
Prove Loſs of all. I perſuade my ſelf, You 
are not to be moved by ſo mean an Argu- . 
ment, as that of Fear, and eſpecially fo ill 


15 


grounded. If I had thought You of that 


3 Temper, I ſhould ſcarce — troubled you. 


A Miſtake in your Underſtanding I might 


have cleared; but Cowardlineſs is capable 


of no Cinvidtion : For, tho* the Thing 


were made appear ever fo Practicable and 


Eaſy to be done; Bb Fear will form Dan- 
1 e gers 


1 


be to no Purpoſe, till Liberty be once fully 
eſtabliſned; and, unleſs that were done, 

_ would only make you unealy, by giving you 
the Proſped of a certain diſtant Happy State, 


in Perſon, and You ſhall want for no In- 
ſttructions, how to be either Knowing or 
Happy. But here I ſhall remain, without 


you make the firſt Step towards it, in re- 
pealing That which I call A Law againſt. 
Ae, but You call, A Bill againſt Occaſional 
Conformity. 1 tt.” F | 


[ 28: ] 
gers where there are None, and enlarge 
them to a prodigious Bulk, where there 
are the Leaſt. I could extend my ſelf, Sir, | 
a great deal farther, and lead you thro* 
many new and unbeaten Ways, with muß 
Pleaſure to Your Self and Me. But all wil! | 


that you can't arrive at for want of it. If 
That be once ſettled, I will come among you 


ever expecting to ſee that Time, till I fee 
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